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Letter from the Director

The first heat waves of the oncoming summer have begun testing air condition-
ers in South Louisiana. If your air conditioner isn't working, you call your HVAC
repair service. How fast do you expect them to respond and address your prob-
lem? We've come to expect same or next-day service for all our immediate
concerns. Why not expect that of the public agency providing mosquito abate-
ment?

St. Tammany Parish Mosquito Abatement strives and delivers the same- or
next-day service for mosquito-related problems throughout St. Tammany
Parish. Rapid and focal growth of mosquito population occurs because mosqui-
toes lay hundreds of eggs at a time that can become adults in as little as six days
when temperatures reach 80°F. In addition, viruses that mosquitoes spread in
birds and to people, such as West Nile virus, speed up their development when
temperatures rise - meaning more infected mosquitoes each day. Consequent-
ly, every day lost due to testing delays and information transfer prior to an adult
mosquito treatment can mean an exponential increase in risk to people becom-
ing infected with mosquito-transmitted viruses.

Director Kevin Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.

In 2023, we challenged our laboratory services team to add molecular diagnostics of mosquito transmitted virus to their
already incredible workload of identifying the over 800,000 mosquitoes collected in traps. In 2024, did they ever deliver.
The field Mosquito Biology team of Jericho Gremillion, Whitney Look, Chad Kirkley, Richard Frazier, Olufemi
Jimoh, Mark Bunch, Dave Giron, Haley Marquette, and Anthony Baldini set and collect the traps that monitor
mosquito populations throughout the parish. Last year, Molecular Biology Technician, Tara Richard, and Laboratory
Manager, Nick DeLisi developed the protocols to test half of the >6,000 mosquito pools tested annually. This year, the
lab team is testing all >6,000 mosquito pools in the STPMAD laboratory. This has reduced the diagnostic turnaround time
(from the field to data) from 4-9 days to just ~6 hours. Undoubtedly, this is reducing the risk of dangerous infections for
St. Tammany residents and potentially saving lives. Way to go STPMAD lab team!

Rapid data turnaround is just the start of response. GIS Manager, Dr. Hieu Duong, has automated the process of defin-
ing which areas are highest priority for mosquito treatment, starting with areas where infected mosquitoes are detected.
Adult mosquito treatment missions are then defined by Field Operations Assistant Supervisor, Briana Hornsby and
pilots John Sable or Charles Hollis prepare aircraft to apply insecticides after dark. Meanwhile, truck missions are
scheduled and assigned by David McGregor, Night Supervisor. The trucks, airplane and helicopter you see at night are
the tip of a well-orchestrated response to areas requiring adult mosquito treatment.

But back to your home air conditioner, the HVAC repair company makes house calls right? So does that team of Mosquito
Biologists we mentioned earlier. In 2024, they answered over 1600 requests for service. On average, this team respond-
ed within a day and a half of the call -- a number which includes weekends and holidays. Most often calls for service are
answered on the same day or next. If you are experiencing a mosquito problem, let us know online (https://stpmad.org/-
service-request-form/) or by phone ((985)643-5050).

We know service response time is important when your AC goes out. When the mosquitoes are bad, response time can
be a life-or-death issue.

Yours in health, .

Y7

Kevin A. Caillouet, Ph.Ds
Director
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April Arbovirus Report

None of the 520 pools tested were positive for West Nile virus (WNV). Adult mosquitoes are
collected using No Light CO_-baited CDC traps and tested in pools (or groups) via RT-PCR, by the Louisi-
ana Arbovirus Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (LADDL) in Baton Rouge.

A total of 16,705 mosquitoes were collected and tested for WNV during April 2025 across St. Tammany
Parish. Populations of Culex salinarius, a secondary WNV vector, accounted for 39.6% of mosquitoes
submitted for virus testing. Aedes vexans, another secondary WNV vector, and second most abundant
species comprised 39.3% of the mosquitoes collected and tested for WNV.

The Louisiana Department of Health has no reported cases of WNV Neuroinvasive Disease
in St. Tammany Parish, this year to date.
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