
MONTHLY
October

Report

2022



Just as the temperatures have changed, so too have mosquitoes 
transitioned. The mosquitoes of October are typically dominat-
ed by Mansonia titillans and Culex nigripalpus, a change from 
summer which is dominated by Culex quinquefasciatus and Aedes 
albopictus. Both October species are favored by warmer and 
wetter conditions. Fortunately, October 2022 has been marked 
by unseasonably cool temperatures and very dry conditions. A 
busy West Nile virus (WNV) season abated in October with just 
three of the 423 pools submitted for virus testing positive for 
WNV infection. This brings the total for the year-to-date to 136 
WNV-infected mosquito pools. In October, 76,023 acres were 
treated by trucks and 50,126 by airplane to mitigate the risk of 
WNV.

Also fortunate for Louisiana, we appear to have dodged hurri-
cane threats this season. While that was good news for us, our 
counterparts in Southwest Florida did not fare so well, as Hurri-
cane Ian devastated Lee, Collier and Charlotte Counties on 
September 28. Just ten days later, Field Biologist Richard 
Frazier and Night Operations Supervisor David McGregor 
volunteered to bring donated hurricane relief supplies to our 

mosquito control peers in South Florida. We appreciate and are 
extremely proud of Richard and Dave’s commitment to serve those in need. Mosquito control agencies in Florida came 
to our aid following Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

Finally, we welcomed the newest member of our team. Sarah Malasovich, office manager, joined the STPMAD 
family on October 3. Sarah is training to replace Susan Lowrie who will retire in January 2023. We will certainly miss 
Susan’s attention to detail, but Sarah has already provided valuable perspective on our performance evaluation 
process.
 

Yours in health,

Kevin A. Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.
Director

Fall Mosquito Transition
Director Kevin Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.

On the cover: (Clockwise from top)
- STPMAD employees Richard Frazier and Dave McGregor (left) pose with Collier County 
  Mosquito Control employees in front of hurricane relief donations. 
- This month’s employee spotlight, Olufemi Jimoh, in front of our Slidell office.   
- Director Kevin Caillouet and GIS Manager Hieu Duong document water hyacinth.  
- Water hyacyinth raft found in St. Tammany waterways.    
- Matt Duckworth and Hieu Duong monitor drone progress.   
- Night Supervisor Dave McGregor (right) works to unload hurricane donations. 
- Building expansion weekly construction meeting to review progress - from left to right 
  Andrew Voelkel (Voelkel McWilliams Construction), Ernest Nillen (Southern Earth 
  Sciences), John Bose (Civil Engineer), and Michael Hunley (MSH Architects).  

Director Kevin Caillouet

Newly hired Office Manager Sarah Malasovich on her first day!  



Olufemi "Femi" Jimoh - Cross Ditch Larvicider - 9 yrs. 
Tell me about your background with Mosquito Abatement? I came to the 
United States from Nigeria in 2011. My brother-in-law was already living here in 
Slidell. My wife and I moved into his home in the Bel Air subdivision. I took a job 
at what was then the Circle K (now Kangaroo) on Airport Rd. I worked nights and 
was responsible for brewing the coffee in the morning. There was a Mosquito 
Abatement guy who liked the way I made coffee, and we would talk each morning. 
I got to know the other drivers who would stop in to fill up their tanks before 
heading out for the day, and I was interested in their work. I decided to visit the 
office and apply for a position. Susan greeted me and was so gracious and helped 
me complete the application. Two weeks later I got a call for an interview and was 
offered a position. That was in 2013 and I have been there ever since.  

What is the most asked question you receive from residents? Where are 
you from, I like your accent! What is Nigeria like? I think so many people don’t get 
the opportunity to travel outside of the country, so when they meet someone who 
is from somewhere else, they want to know all about it.  

How would you describe your role within Mosquito Abatement?  I am 
lowering the number of mosquitoes – we can’t eradicate them, but I am reducing 
the numbers. I am deeply passionate about the work, and am proud of the 
knowledge that I have gained here. If we had this kind of operation in my country, 
it would have a powerful impact. We would really be able to bring infections down 
and not so many lives would be lost. I have had malaria many times. I know it as 
soon as my joints start hurting – here it comes. Of course, I had access to 
treatment, but we could prevent it by sharing this knowledge.  

What does a typical day look like for you? I treat the ditches which are not 
running alongside a roadway. We call them cross ditches. I drive to locations and 
then get out and walk the ditch. I take samples – I am looking to see what stage 
the larvae are in development, looking for pupae. I record the data into our 
software and then I treat with larvicide oil. Then I move to the next site. I cover all 
the known cross ditches in east & west Slidell. 

What is something your coworkers might not know about you? By God’s 
grace upon my life, I spend my days putting into practice what I learn from the 
Bible. I try to always be compassionate and loving in all that I do. The environment 
that I come from is much different from here, but I try to fit into the way of life 
here as best that I can. I am always available if someone is in need. I have an open 
heart and my life is committed to God. 

What are you most proud of from your time here at mosquito abatement? 
I love this job so much. My home is off Airport Road, and sometimes out of habit 
I turn left to come to work! I do my work diligently and always to the best of my 
ability. It is the best work environment. I am always moved by the peaceful 
coexistence of my coworkers. I have never witnessed conflict. It is a loving 
environment. People are always trying to bring you up. 

What do you consider your biggest accomplishment? Knowing where I came 
from- my early days were rough, but eventually I was able to get settled and start 
a family. This is what I am most proud of. Our culture is different – in Nigeria, the 
man is responsible for providing for the family while the wife cares for the home 
and children. I have four children: three boys and one girl. My youngest son is 
attending Southeastern University, but the rest of the family is still in Nigeria. 
Because we work seasonally, I can visit them in the winter during the off-season.  
Both of our mothers are still alive and we still provide for them. In Nigeria, I  
worked for the Resource Department – we were responsible for erosion control, 
drainage projects, and engineering works. My retirement pension from that 
position helps me to further care for our family members back home.   

STPMAD  EMPLOYEE  SPOTLIGHT



Three of the 423 pools of mosquitoes (0.7%), tested from specimens 
collected during October 2022 were positive for West Nile virus 
(WNV).  Adult mosquitoes are collected using No Light CO2-baited CDC traps 
and tested in pools (or groups) via RT-PCR, by the Louisiana Arbovirus Disease 
Diagnostic Laboratory (LADDL) in Baton Rouge. 

A total of 10,032 mosquitoes were collected and tested for WNV during October 
2022 across St. Tammany Parish. Populations of Culex quinquefasciatus, our 
primary WNV vector, accounted for 38.3% of mosquitoes submitted for virus 
testing. Culex nigripalpus, a secondary WNV vector, consisted of 21.0% of the 
mosquitoes collected and tested for WNV. There were 29 total species identified 
during October.

The Louisiana Department of Health has reported a total of 18 neu-
ro-invasive cases of West Nile disease year-to-date in Region 9, which 
contains St. Tammany and four other neighboring parishes.

October Arbovirus Report

OCTOBER MOSQUITO CONTROL STATS
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76,023 acres treated by ground

954 miles of ditch treated with larvicide

22,882 mosquitoes trapped in October

56 property inspections completed

50,126 acres treated by fixed-wing aircraft

23 adulticide resistance topical bioassays

6 adulticide resistance enzyme bioassays

IN THE FIELD

IN THE LAB



October heat map 
for Culex nigripalpus
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How Bad are the Mosquitoes?

October heat map for
Culex quinquefasciatus

October heat map 
for Culex salinarius

4,412
Cx. quinquefasciatus
trapped in October

1,768
Cx. salinarus trapped 

in October
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2,335
Culex nigripalpus

trapped in October

Culex nigripalpus

As the primary local WNV vector this mosquito primarily 
bites birds and occasionally bites people. It prefers to lay 
its eggs in sewage-associated water. As it readily enters 
structures, it is named the southern house mosquito.

Common name: southern house mosquito

A medium-sized brown mosquito that is produced in 
relatively clean ground pools and roadside ditches. 
Abundant in the early fall, Cx. nigripalpus is an effective 
WNV and SLE vector.

Common name: Florida SLE mosquito

A serious pest that is produced in fresh to brackish 
marshes. It frequently bites large mammals (including 
people) and birds. Considered an important secondary 
WNV vector.

Common name: brackish marsh mosquito




