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The frequent cold fronts of November 2021 marked a 
break from the primarily warm and dry conditions of 
the fall. As most mosquito activity is tied directly or 
indirectly to the thermometer, so too are our opera-
tions. Daytime systematic larviciding of roadside 
sewage-influenced ditches came to an end mid-No-
vember for the season. Applications of insecticides for 
adult mosquitoes by aircraft have ceased for the 
season as well  performing no missions in November. 
However, truck applications of insecticides for adult 
mosquitoes continue throughout the winter as indicat-
ed by mosquito abundance in traps or by requests for 
service. A total of 55-night missions covererd 47,903 
acres in November to abate mosquitoes by truck.

Letter From the Director

Despite the lower mosquito activity of November, December-to-date has relegated November’s quiet period to a 
distant memory. So far this December, higher than average temperatures (including higher than November’s average 
temperatures) resulted in a rebound of pestiferous mosquitoes. This year Santa’s reindeer should get vaccinated 
against West Nile virus and may need to carry mosquito repellent.

Warmer winters mean more mosquitoes and generally mean greater arbovirus risk come next spring. As winters 
become warmer the need for year-round mosquito control will follow the mercury of the thermometer.

Yours in health,

Kevin A. Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.
Director

Director Kevin Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.

From left to right: mosquitoes caught in trap; night driver treats Slidell neighborhood; larvicider treats ditch in Mandeville; larvae from septic ditch. 



None of the 314 pools of mosquitoes, tested from specimens collected 
in November, were positive for West Nile virus (WNV).  Adult mosquitoes 
are collected using No Light CO2-baited CDC traps and tested in pools 
(or groups) via RT-PCR, by the Louisiana Arbovirus Disease Diagnostic 
Laboratory (LADDL) in Baton Rouge. The presence of WNV poses an 
increased risk to the residents of St. Tammany Parish. 

A total 8,672 mosquitoes were collected and tested for WNV in Novem-
ber across St. Tammany Parish. Culex quinquefasciatus, our primary WNV 
vector accounted for 35.8% of mosquitoes submitted for virus testing.  
Populations of Aedes vexans, a secondary WNV vector, consisted of 
30.2% of the mosquitoes collected and tested for WNV. 

The Louisiana Department of Health has reported a total of one human 
case of West Nile neuro-invasive disease and one case from a blood 
donation year-to-date in St. Tammany.  
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November Arbovirus Report

NOVEMBER MOSQUITO CONTROL STATS

14,298 total mosquitoes trapped

47,903 acres treated by ground

744 miles of ditch treated with larvicide

18 property inspections completed
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How Bad are the Mosquitoes?

As the primary 
local WNV vector this 

mosquito primarily bites 
birds and occasionally bites 
people.  It prefers to lay its 
eggs in sewage-associated 
water.  As it readily enters 
structures, it is named the 

“house” mosquito.

The southern 
house mosquito

Common name:

A serious pest 
that is produced in 
fresh to brackish 

marshes. It frequently bites 
large mammals (including 
people) and birds. Consid-

ered an important 
secondary WNV vector.

The brackish 
marsh mosquito

Common name:

3,372
Cx. quinquefasciatus

trapped in November

3,022
Cx. salinarus trapped 

in November
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14,298
total mosquitoes 

trapped in November
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Culex quinquefasciatus

Culex salinarius

Top five species trapped in October


