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Letter From the Director
Do you remember the 1993 ﬁlm Groundhog Day, in which Bill
Murray wakes up to relive the same day? The August 2nd
reinstatement of the mask mandate by the governor and its
cause, the resurgence of COVID-19 delta variant, presented
similar challenges to mosquito abatement operations in 2020.
For one, the STPMAD building has restricted entry to critical
business only. Per Governor John Bel Edwards executive order
masks are again mandated within our building.

Director Kevin Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.

Also, like 2020, mosquito abatement operations have gone
mostly unchanged from pre-pandemic times. Given the principally solo nature of mosquito inspections and treatment, ﬁeld
personnel have continued the yeoman’s work of managing
mosquito populations as they always have. Our larvicide crew
completed 399 missions covering 1,655 miles in July, while the
night trucks completed 143 missions covering 106,278 acres.
Meanwhile from the air, seven missions involving our airplane
or helicopter were completed covering 146,878 acres.

STPMAD staﬀ ﬁnd and treat mosquitoes throughtout St. Tammany. From left to right: Mark Bunch, Sydney Johnson, David Giron, and Lisa Rowley.

What then is diﬀerent now than in 2020? Any headline for the year would certainly involve COVID-19 vaccines and they
certainly are changing daily life and mosquito operations. Undoubtedly increasing local vaccination rates were responsible for some degree of a return to normalcy from April until the recent spread of the delta variant of COVID-19.
Unfortunately, much of that momentum has been lost and the unvaccinated, including those that cannot receive the
vaccine due to medical reasons or age (under 12 years of age), appear to be most at risk of contracting and experiencing severe complications from this virus. This has led to our yet unprecedented step of having our ﬁrst video conferenced Board of Commissioners meeting Wednesday, August 18 at 1 PM. We encourage the public to watch our live
streamed meeting and to participate by publicly commenting either by email to info@stpmad.org or commenting in
the chat box during the live meeting. Comments will be read into the record during the meeting. View the link to
participate in this meeting at: www.stpmad.org/the-board.
We hope to see you there as we try to break out of our 2020 Groundhog Day by trying something new to prevent the
spread of COVID-19.
Yours in health,

Kevin A. Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.
Director

JULY MOSQUITO CONTROL STATS

106,278

acres treated by ground

139,198

acres treated by airplane

7,680

acres treated (adulticide) by helicopter

1,655

miles of ditch treated with larvicide

278

property inspections completed

July Arbovirus Report
Five of the 640 pools of mosquitoes, tested from specimens collected in
July, were positive for West Nile virus (WNV). Adult mosquitoes are
collected using No Light CO2-baited CDC traps and tested in pools (or
groups) via RT-PCR, by the Louisiana Arbovirus Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (LADDL) in Baton Rouge. The presence of WNV poses an
increased risk to the residents of St. Tammany Parish.
A total 20,783 mosquitoes were collected and tested for WNV in July
across St. Tammany Parish. Culex quinquefasciatus, our primary WNV
vector, accounted for 43.1 % of mosquitoes submitted for virus testing.
Populations of Culex salinarius, a secondary WNV vector, consisted of
30.1 % of the mosquitoes collected and tested for WNV.
The Louisiana Department of Health has reported no human cases of
West Nile neuro-invasive disease year-to-date in St. Tammany.
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How Bad are the Mosquitoes?

Mosquitoes

Culex quinquefasciatus

Common name:
The southern
house mosquito

As the primary
local WNV vector this
mosquito primarily bites
birds and occasionally bites
people. It prefers to lay its
eggs in sewage-associated
water. As it readily enters
structures, it is named the
“house” mosquito.

CDC Weeks

10,731 58,472
Cx. quinquefasciatus
trapped in July

total mosquitoes
trapped in July

Mosquitoes

Culex salinarius

CDC Weeks

28

# of diﬀerent species
found in July

16,884
Cx. salinarus trapped
in July

A serious pest
that is produced in
fresh to brackish
marshes. It frequently bites
large mammals (including
people) and birds. Considered an important
secondary WNV vector.

Common name:
The brackish
marsh mosquito

Top ﬁve species trapped in July
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