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If you have not 
noticed, it is crane fly 
season. Call them 
mosquito hawks or 
giant mosquitoes, 
they neither eat 
mosquitoes nor are 
they mosquitoes, 
despite their appear-
ance. These closely 
related winged insects emerge annually from larvae in the soil 
and aquatic habitats. The adults live for just a few days and up 
to 2 weeks and may feed on nectar sources.

Importantly, crane flies herald the onset of spring in South 
Louisiana and with them come mosquitoes. As such prepara-
tions are busily underway in our office and those of our 
colleagues in mosquito abatement. There are three primary 
ways in which we prepare for the upcoming mosquito and 
West Nile virus season: 1) training, 2) readying equipment, 3) 
planning our strategy.

Training

Letter From the Director

One of the biggest benefits to the current COVID-19 
pandemic is how it has forced us to move training events 
from expensive in-person events to remote opportuni-
ties that all our staff can participate in. Two recent exam-
ples are the annual meetings of both the Louisiana Mos-
quito Control Association and the American Mosquito 
Control Association. Usually very few of our staff can 
travel to these conferences and at high costs. This year 
most of our field staff was able to attend these meetings 
via the Zoom webinar platform. In addition, our field staff 
recently attended a virtual training for aquatic pesticide 
certification to enable us to reduce the source of mosqui-
toes using water hyacinth as their larval habitat. Expand-
ing virtual training events has resulted in a better trained 
and more engaged staff.

Director Kevin Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.

2020
Annual 
Conference

Louisiana Mosquito
Control Association

December 8 & 9



By training, readying, and planning we are proactively anticipating the arrival of hordes of mosquitoes just after 
these crane flies disappear.

Yours in health,

Kevin A. Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.
Director

None of the 127 pools of mosquitoes, tested from specimens collect-
ed in February, were positive for West Nile virus (WNV) infection.  Adult 
mosquitoes are collected using No Light CO2-baited CDC traps and 
tested in pools (or groups) via RT-PCR, by the Louisiana Arbovirus 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (LADDL) in Baton Rouge.  

A total 2,994 mosquitoes were collected and tested for WNV in Febru-
ary across St. Tammany Parish.  Culex salinarius, a secondary WNV 
vector, accounted for 71.7 % of mosquitoes submitted for virus test-
ing.  Populations of another secondary WNV vector, Aedes vexans, con-
sisted of 10.8 % of the mosquitoes collected and tested for WNV.  

The Louisiana Department of Health has reported a total of zero 
human cases of West Nile neuro-invasive disease year-to-date in St. 
Tammany.  
  

All our vehicles, airboats, and airplanes have been thor-
oughly maintained and readied for future missions. The 
addition of six new ultra-low volume fogging machines 
currently out for public bidding will add greater resiliency 
and modernization of this equipment.
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Planning Our Strategy
Each year we evaluate our past results and revise our 
abatement strategies by amending our Integrated Mos-
quito Management (IMM) plan. Most notably, the IMM 
plan sets thresholds for treatment activities for the year. 
This year we have formalized the public comment period 
by advertising in the St. Tammany Farmer and taking 
email comments. All public comments will be forwarded 
to the Board of Commissioners meeting on March 17 for 
discussion. 

Readying Equipment 

February Arbovirus Report
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How Bad are the Mosquitoes?

As the primary 
local WNV vector this 

mosquito primarily bites 
birds and occasionally bites 
people.  It prefers to lay its 
eggs in sewage-associated 
water.  As it readily enters 
structures, it is named the 

“house” mosquito.

The southern 
house mosquito

Common name:

A serious pest 
that is produced in 
fresh to brackish 

marshes. It frequently bites 
large mammals (including 
people) and birds. Consid-

ered an important 
secondary WNV vector.

The brackish 
marsh mosquito

Common name:

260
Cx. quinquefasciatus
trapped in February

3,112
Cx. salinarus trapped 

in February

14
# of different species 

found in February

5,515
total mosquitoes 
trapped in February
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