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From the Director:

The coronavirus pandemic is a serious reminder of our vulnerability to patho-
gens and the importance of competent public health responses. Though 

there is no evidence to date to suggest that this virus can be transmitted by 
mosquitoes, it is exceedingly unlikely that it can. Mosquitoes cannot trans-
mit all viruses – only those that can replicate within the insect and can 
infect the mosquito’s salivary glands. 

Though most transmission of this coronavirus appears to be through the 
inhalation of aerosol viruses or the contamination of surfaces, there is 

concern that exposure to fecal aerosols through under-treated sewage can 
lead to infection.  According to the Centers for Disease Control, SARS (a relat-

ed coronavirus) can be detected in sewage for up to 14 days and transmission 
was documented to be associated with exposure to fecal aerosols.  The abun-

dance of homes in St. Tammany Parish with individual sewage systems or septic 
systems (as high as 65,000 homes according to one estimate) that spill effluent into open roadside ditches 
may make our community uniquely vulnerable. The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation estimates that 
half of these individual sewage systems are not properly maintained and release fecal pollutants into our 
waterways.  Of course, other respiratory, gastrointestinal, and skin infections are also associated with 
exposure to untreated sewage. Finally, the primary West Nile virus vector, Culex quinquefasciatus, prolifer-
ates in sewage-influenced water.

Though the spread of coronavirus has already dramatically changed societal practices, we anticipate more 
significant disruptions to everyday business practices. Starting several weeks ago, we asked our staff to 
begin preparing for potential disruptions in their normal work practices. Office staff are prepared to work 
from home and field staff are prepared to continue their work practices through digital field forms. Luckily, 
our commitment to digital practices from “punching-in” on mobile apps to remote and lab-based digital 
data collection have us positioned well to work efficiently with each other from a distance. Larvicide and 
night adulticide crews are being prepped to maintain social distancing. Most mosquito control efforts can 
continue to be conducted in the community as mosquito biologists, larvicide and adulticide crews operate 
individually from their trucks and jeeps. Despite these challenges, we do not anticipate any significant 
interruptions of the mosquito abatement services our agency provides.  



Mosquito control efforts in the month of February 
were expectedly limited due to cold weather. One 
major event happened in our offices – the retire-
ment of Deirdre Sollberger, our financial adminis-
trator.  Dee retired after 37 years of full-time 
service to the district, plus several years of 
part-time work.  Dee first started at Mosquito 
Abatement when she was fifteen years old! We 
wish her the best in retirement and thank her for 
her service to St. Tammany Parish.

Yours in health,

Kevin A. Caillouet, Ph.D., M.S.P.H.
Director
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9,150
trapped in
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25
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completed

Thank you 
Dee Sollberger

for 37 years 
of service!

189
pools tested for

mosquito transmitted
disease- NONE

positive


